
Historical Sources



Free Write
Five Minutes

• What type of documents do you 
use? Your family use? Your 
teacher use?

• How do you think people find out 
about the past?

• Other than newspapers, letters, 
and other paper documents, are 
there other materials we get 
information from today?



Sources can be…



Maps

West Africa (1754)



The Senegal River (1728)

The Caribbean and North American Mainland (1733) Caribbean Islands (1662)



Drawings and 
Artwork

Enslaved People Liberated from the Slave Ship Zeldina (1857)



The Old Plantation (c.1785)



Fort Cormatin (1686)

Slave Deck of the Albaroz, Prize to the Albatross, Lt. Francis Meynell (c.1845)



Manuscripts
aka Handwritten Documents



Register of Africans from the Schooner "Francisco"

First Page of the Emancipation Proclamation (1863)

Letter from John Adams to the Continental 
Congress (1778)



Objects

Point of Pines Plantation Cabin, Slave Quarters (1853)



Violin played by the enslaved man Jesse Burke (c. 1850)

Iron Shackles (c. 1845)

Basket for carrying cotton (Early 19th century)



And much more…
Photograph of a Slave Market in Atlanta, GA (1864)



Slave Badge for House Servant (1800)Clothing worn by an Enslaved Woman (c. 1860)Philadelphia Newspaper (1787)

Freedom Papers for 13 Formerly Enslaved People (1827)


